Al-Islam vs. Radical Islam: Are There Two Islamic Religions?

Every day, we Amecricans, you and I,
Muslims and Non-Muslims, arc bom-
barded with news about Islam, Radical
Islam, Muslims, terrorists, and murder
all in onc breath, While this anti Islam
media dict has resulted in increasces in
anti- Muslim hate crimes, it is a testimo-
ny to the positive qualitics of the Amer-
ican intellect that things arc not worse,

While we cannot address all of the is-
sucs relating to the so-called “war of
civilizations,” we do want to clarify the
terms Al-Islam and what is called Radi-
cal Islam for our American brothers and

sisters.
AL-ISLAM

Most people in the world know that the
religion of Islam is the religion of peo-
ple who call themselves Muslim or
Moslem; that we belicve in a G-d called
Allah, pray § times a day, fast during
the month of Ramadan, and travel to
Meccca with millions of other Muslims
around the world to perform some rit-
uals. Most people know that we read a
Holy Book called the Qur'an. Indeed,
these are our practices.

But foundation and significance of these

rituals is found in the name of the reli-
gion itsclf. Islam means peace. But, Al-
lah (G-d) calls this rcligion Al-Islam in
the Quran, which means The Peace. It
is the peace that comes from G-d. Many
lhings can hring us temporary peace,
but only G-d brings us truc and lasting

P cace,

How docs G-d bring
us truc and lasting

peace? The answer

to this question is
also found in the
name of the Muslim rcligion. Al-Islam
doesn’t only mean peace, but it means
wholeness, completeness (as in some-

thing sound or solid) and sccurity also,

Al-Islam is when things in your lifc arc
whole, complete, on sound and solid
ground, which gives you the sense of
w -

sccurity and assurance that leads to
peace of mind and soul,

Muslims want a wholcsome life, a com-
plete life, a sccure life and a peaceful
life. We want a wholesome, complete,
sccure and peaceful relationship with
our own sclf, our familics, our fellow

Americans, and our world.

RADICAL ISLAM

What is referred to as Radical Islam by
most in the media is labeled by most
Muslims as not Islam at all. Murdering
innocent children on a school bus is not
Al-Islam. Blowing up a building with
innocent civilians inside is not Al-Islam.
Don't call it Radical Islam, call it ter-

. g% .
rorism, murder, horrific behavior.

[t is true that Al-Islam permits Muslims
to defend themselves, to fight back, to
go to war with enemics, but Muslims
arc never sanctioned to commit unls-
lamic acts of violence. There are differ-
ent groups of Muslims, but there is no

ru[igion called Radical Islam.

To iighl for onc’s liberty or one’s frec-
dom from oppression or onc’s inalicna-
blc rights is as American as apple pic.
Al-Islam’s advice on fighting is not in-
compatiblc with America’s values on

l'ighting.
LET US PRAY FOR PEACE

Let us ask the Creator of cach of us to
help us find solutions to our differences
and ways to build upon our compatibil-
itics. Ameen,



The Higher Voice: Within and Without

Each one of us knows that we have
strengths and weaknesses; we have our
higher self and our lower self. We have
a voice within that calls us to our high-
est thoughts and a voice that calls us to
less worthy ideas. We want you to lis-

ten to your Higher Voice.
THE HIGHER VOICE

What is mecant by the Higher Voice?
We arc talking about your moral con-
science; your moral intelligence. That
voice within you that tells you to do

what you know is the ri ght thing to do.

It says to you, “Man you nced to get
yoursclf together and get a job.” It
whispers to you, “Pull your pants up,
people don’t want to scc your under-
wear.” It says to you, “I want people to
be proud of me.”

That is your noble soul speaking. That
is yowr higher voice. You were created
with a soul that will guide you to suc-
cess, if you would only listen to it and
follow it.

WITHIN AND WITHOUT

Dear brother and sister, not only docs

that voice spcak to you from within; it
hears the highcr voice coming from
lhings without,

Yes, we all have the higher voice within
us and somctimes others will speak to
you with their higher voice. They will
call you to your excellence. They will
encourage you to do
better, to have faith
that if you follow the
higher, it will lead

you to higher and
better i.hings.

When you hear the higher voice coming
from others outside of yoursc_li", pay
attention. Take heed my brother and
sister, your happiness could depend on
it,

NATURE OF THE HIGHER VOICE

Your happiness and peace depends upon
this, because your soul’s higher voice
was created to guide and protect you.
Just as your cyes and cars arc protec-
tions for you, so is the higher voice.

If you disregard the cyes and the cars
when they warn you of danger or when
they show you the way to success, you

ignore them to your own loss! Similar-

ly, when your higher voice from your
own soul trics to guide you or warn

you, to ignore it is foolish,

Why? Because cvery part of you was
made to serve you; to work for your
progress and success. Your hand and
feet obey your commands. Your cyes
look where you tell them to look and
your cars listen to what you tell them
to listen to. Your soul was created to
speak to your heart and mind with the
higher voice. But, it is also an obedient
servant. If you ignore it and disrcgard
it, it will cventually shut up and will
not try to guide and inspire to obey

your wishes,

My friends, do not let the lower,
weaker desires and thoughts triumph
over the higher voice that warns you
against them. Follow the higher voice
to a better place in life.

END



